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Three months after a blue ribbon commission appointed by President Rafael Callejas called for
sweeping reforms to the Honduran police and judiciary, changes continue to take place, albeit at a
slower pace than many Hondurans would like to see. Given the growing public outrage over human
rights abuses committed by members of the military- controlled secret police (Direccion Nacional de
Investigaciones, DNI), the commission's list of recommendations emphasized the need to overhaul
the DNI. Among other things, the commission's report recommended placing the DNI under
civilian control, and suggested a thorough reform of the judicial and criminal prosecution system.
In the latest effort to comply, on Aug. 12 President Callejas personally presided over graduation
ceremonies for the first 200 new DNI recruits, who successfully completed a new training program.
The program, carried out with assistance from Mexico and Spain, includes courses in legal issues,
human rights, and criminal investigations techniques. Meanwhile, Callejas also confirmed that
the executive branch has submitted draft legislation to the National Congress for creation of a
new public prosecutor's office (Ministerio Publico). The bill is expected to be approved by October
so that the new office can begin operating in January 1994. In turn, the new office will eventually
assume control over the Criminal Investigations Department (Direccion de Investigacion Criminal,
DIC), the entity which will eventually replace the DNI. (Source: Inter Press Service, 08/12/93)
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